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Discussion Questions – Hardtack and Coffee Chapter VII Army Rations.

1. According to Billings, what was a bigger problem with rations, quantity or quality? 

2. List 6 items that made up the typical issue of rations. 
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3.
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6.

3. Explain the 3 conditions under which hardtack was considered a bad ration

4. Of these three types of hardtack, which would you rather be issued to eat? Why?

5. Thoroughly describe three ways, other than simply eating them, that hardtack can be prepared and eaten.

6. Explain how soldiers got fresh soft bread on occasion rather than hardtack.  

7. Describe the process of making coffee by individual soldiers including the methods and equipment necessary. 

8. Exactly how fresh was the fresh beef ration?

9. Compare and contrast how soldiers responded to the fresh beef ration and the salt beef (a.k.a., “salt horse”) ration. 

10. What was the standard meat ration for the Army of the Potomac, in which Billings fought?

11. Describe how the above ration was cooked most often.

12. Billings mentions a special ration that was very rare, except to officers. What was it? Why do you think it was so rare?

13. Would you want to eat “desiccated vegetables” as described by Billings? Why or why not?

14. For the Field Trip! Given the information provided in this chapter, organize a meal to be prepared using the most common of issued rations, salt pork, hardtack, potatoes and coffee. Describe the meal and its preparation, including needed equipment, below. Use additional paper if needed. 

