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Causes of the Civil War Test

“SAVE AS” your document to the desktop of your computer. Name the file: “YOUR LAST NAME – Causes of the Civil War Test.doc”. Once you have finished the test you will e-mail it to me as an attachment at chubbard@lsps.org. It will be due on TUESDAY April 13, but can be turned in as soon as you complete it.  
Multiple Choice: Type the letter of the best answer on the line provided and/or highlight the best answer with the highlight function. 2 Points Each. 

1. _____ A fervent supporter of the southern cause, in favor of secession and State’s Rights, who lived in the North was called a:

A. Abolitionist

B. Copperhead

C. Fire-eater

D. Wide-Awake

2. _____ A fervent supporter of the southern cause, in favor of secession and State’s Rights, who lived in the south was called a:

A. Abolitionist

B. Copperhead

C. Fire-eater

D. Wide-Awake

3. _____ John Brown was a firm believer in ending slavery, also known as a(an)  

A. Abolitionist

B. Copperhead

C. Fire-eater

D. Republican

4. _____ The ultimate goal of John Brown’s Raid on Harper’s Ferry Virginia was to 

A. Cause Washington D.C. to outlaw slavery.

B. Acquire guns from the U.S. Arsenal there.

C. Cause slave owners to panic.

D. Help start a slave rebellion forcing an end to slavery.

5. _____ “Bleeding Kansas” was

A. A war led by Kansas slaves to free themselves from the tyranny of slavery.

B. A war led by abolitionists from Kansas intending to kill all slave owners

C. Warfare in Kansas between abolitionists and pro-slavery factions. 

D. A time when Kansas corn actually dripped blood. 

6. _____ A compromise over the issue of slavery in admitting what state was solved by allowing the free state Maine to enter the Union and by prohibiting slavery above the 36' 30" line of latitude. 



A. Kentucky



B. Kansas

C. Missouri

D. Nebraska

7. _____ John D. Billings, the author of Hardtack and Coffee, was from the state of 

A. Maine

B. Mississippi

C. Massachusetts

D. Michigan

8. _____ Someone who continually tried to shirk duty, or borrow money without intending to repay it, or was untrustworthy, was known as 

A. Ted Neda

B. A Beat

C. A Jonah

D. An abolitionist

9. _____ This candidate in the 1860 Presidential Election favored unlimited expansion of slavery into the territories, and supported the Dred Scott decision.

A. John Bell

B. John C. Breckenridge

C. Stephen Crane

D. Stephen Douglas  

10. _____ Which of the following was not among the first 7 states to secede from the Union to form the Southern Confederacy?

A. Georgia

B. Mississippi

C. Florida

D. South Carolina

E. Virginia

F. Texas

G. Alabama

H. Louisiana

11. _____ South Carolina’s “Nullification Crisis” in the 1830’s, a demonstration of States’ Rights doctrine, was about which of the following issues

A. Slavery expanding into the North

B. Tariffs that hurt the South

C. John C. Calhoun running for President

D. Nullifying the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade

12. _____ Fort Sumter, the first Federal installation fired upon by Southern forces, in located in which harbor?

A. Boston, MA

B. Richmond, VA

C. Charleston, VA

D. Charleston, SC

13. _____ Which congressional compromise settled the issue over what to do with the Mexican Cession won in the war with Mexico?

A. Compromise of 1850

B. Missouri Compromise

C. 3/5ths Compromise

D. Kansas-Nebraska Act

This is the end of the Multiple Choice Section. Please Save, and move on to complete the Short Answer and Essay sections.
Short Answer Section: Chose 3 out of the 4 options. Type your response to each question in the space provided. Please answer thoroughly. Your answers should be approximately 1 paragraph (4-6 sentences) in length. 10 Points Each.
1. Summarize the Dred Scott decision. What parts of the Supreme Court's decision angered Northerners the most?   

Type your answer here. 

2. Explain how the War with Mexico (1846-1848) furthered the sectional tensions experienced between North and South. 

Type your answer here. 

3. Explain with detail how the inaction of President Buchanan during the last part of his term in office may have helped the South prepare for war. 

Type your answer here. 

4. Explain the Fugitive Slave law portion of the 1850 Compromise. How was this 
element of the 1850 compromise viewed by Northerners and Southerners. Why was 
its effect on Northerners was especially noticeable?
Type your answer here. 

This is the end of the Short Answer Section. Please Save your work and move on to complete the Essay section.
Essay Section. 20 points each. Please type your answer to the essay questions in the space provided between questions. Feel free to use as much space as you need. Be sure to be as thorough as you can be, including any details that you think are necessary to answer the question. Be specific on the source of information that your example comes from.

Choose 2 out of the 3 essay options. 

Essay Disclaimer: Please answer the essay question below in complete sentences and in proper English. I will not accept AIM speak or mathematic equations such as in the following statement; chubbard = funny email addy, ROTFLMAO. Essay responses are to be in type written form. I will not accept a drawing, diagram, chart, Venn diagram, list, bulleted points, poetry, rap, collection of short stories, nor interpretive dance. Failure to complete the essay question will result in a poor grade on this test.
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1. Using the graph above, and the information explored in class, explain how the U.S. Presidential Election of 1860 was an illustration of the sectionalism that lead to the war. Include in your answer all candidates in the election, their parties and/or sections, and stance on slavery and/or the Union. Explain how the candidate who was elected led to the secession of the lower south. Cite specific examples whenever possible. 

Type Your Answer here. 

2. Based on what you have learned so far from class, explain what you feel is the main cause of the American Civil War. Cite specific documents whenever possible to support your opinion. Be as complete as possible. 

Type your answer here. 

3. Discuss the cultural differences between the North and the South prior to the war and how those cultural differences may have led to the conflict. Be specific. Note, cultural differences are not necessarily the same as economic differences. 
Type your answer here. 
When you have completed your answers for the essays save your document.  Save the document as “YOUR LAST NAME – Causes of the Civil War Test.doc”. E-mail it to me at chubbard@lsps.org. DO NOT print the document. DO NOT delete the document until you have received confirmation from me.  Once your test is turned in to me, it is final. No changes can be made. 

Once your test is finished you may enjoy the rest of your Spring Break. If \you have nothing to do or would like to get ahead begin reading Hardtack and Coffee Chapter 2, Enlisting, which is due Tuesday April 13.






