How to Encipher your Message.

1. Select a phrase to supply KEY values. This phrase can be anything, but both people sending and receiving the message need to use the same phrase. Operatives such as John Wilkes Booth often supplied their own names as KEY phrases.

Example KEY phrase: CHUCK NORRIS

2. Write the MESSAGE you want to send in plain text.



R U N F A S T

3. Underneath the MESSAGE, write your KEY phrase so that each letter is aligned with a letter in the message, repeating the KEY phrase as often as needed.

Message:         R U N  F A S T 

KEY Phrase: 
C H U C K N O 

4. Position the first letter in your MESSAGE on the disc’s INNER wheel opposite the letter A on the disc’s OUTER wheel.  We use A because it is the first letter in the alphabet. 

5. To find the encrypted letter in your MESSAGE locate the KEY phrase letter on the OUTER wheel. The letter opposite the KEY phrase letter on the INNER wheel is the encrypted letter. Write the encrypted letter down.

Message:         
R U N  F A S T 



KEY Phrase: 

C H U C K N O 



Encrypted Message:    T _  _  _  _ _  _
6. Repeat steps 4 and 5 for the entire message.

7. Convert the encrypted MESSAGE into 1s and 2s using the Alphabet Code  and “wig wags” the encrypted MESSAGE using the signal flag. 

8. The receiving signaler writes down the encrypted MESSAGE they received.  

How to Decipher a Message.

1. Write the KEY Phrase underneath the encrypted message like you did while encrypting.



Encrypted Message:    T B H H K F H

KEY Phrase: 
 
C H U C K N O 

2. Position the KEY phrase letter on the INNER wheel opposite the letter “A” on the OUTER wheel. 

3. Next, locate the encrypted letter on the INNER wheel. The letter opposite it on the OUTER wheel is the deciphered letter in the MESSAGE. Write down the deciphered letter. 
  

Encrypted Message:    T B H H K F H

KEY Phrase: 

C H U C K N O



Message:

R _  _  _  _  _  _
