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Wizard of Oz: Populist Allegory – Character Identification and Critical Thinking Questions

1. According to the opening scenes and Section A, what does L. Frank Baum think of the prairie, farming, and life in Kansas in general?

2. What, or who, do the following characters represent?

1. Dorothy (Section E)

2. Land of Oz (Section B)

3. Wicked Witch of the East (Section C)

4. Munchkin people (Section C)

5. Emerald City (Section D)

6. The Wizard of Oz (Section D)

7. Yellow Brick Road (Section F)

8. Silver (Yes, Silver) Shoes (Section F)

9. Scarecrow (Section G)

10. What is a possible interpretation that the Scarecrow has no brains?

11. Tin Woodsman (Section H)

12. What is a possible interpretation that the Tin Woodsman has no heart?

13. The Cowardly Lion (Section I)

14. Why do you think the Lion is cowardly?

15. The Group (Section J)

16. Wicked Witch of the West (Section K)

17. Alternative Interpretation of WWW

18. Flying Monkeys (Section K)

3. What does it mean when the Lion is unable to impress the Tin Woodsman in his King of the Forest Speech, or in Section I?

4. Remembering what the Witch of the West could represent, why is Dorothy enslaved in Section L by the Witch, and how could a pail of water destroy the Witch?

5. Why does the Wizard, in Section M, have no answers?

6. In Section N, what does it mean that the Scarecrow rules over the Emerald City?

7. What does it mean that the Tin Woodsman rules over the West in Section N?

