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Name: __________________________ Mess: _______________ Date: ______________

Discussion Questions – Hardtack and Coffee Chapter I: The Tocsin of War.

1. Who were the four candidates in the 1860 U.S. presidential election? Which section did each represent? What political platform did each man run on? 

Candidate: ________________________ Section/Party: __________________________

Platform: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Candidate: ________________________ Section/Party: __________________________

Platform: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Candidate: ________________________ Section/Party: __________________________

Platform: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Candidate: ________________________ Section/Party: __________________________

Platform: _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2. The Author, Billings, claims that Stephen Douglas was a supporter of “Squatter Sovereignty”. What is another term for this, and explain the concept.

3. What is a term used to describe someone who fervently supported Southern Secession? Name one from what we have learned in class.

4. Name the seven (7) States who first organized into the “Southern Confederacy”. 

a. _________________________

b. _________________________

c. _________________________

d. _________________________

e. _________________________

f. _________________________

g. _________________________

5. Which States joined them later?

a. _________________________

b. _________________________

c. _________________________

d. _________________________

6. What terms are used by Billings toward the South show his bias? List at least 3

7. Based on the descriptions of President Buchanan’s actions after secession, what can you identify as his position on Union or Disunion?

8. How do you think Buchanan’s lack of preventative action help prepare the seceding states for war? 

9. What does Billings call a Northerner who supported the Southern cause?

10. According to Billings, do all Northerners support abolition as a cause for the Union? What examples does he give?

11. What was Lincoln’s response, on April 15th 1861, to the surrender of Ft. Sumter?
12. How were men who did not volunteer for the war, or who resigned from the militia, treated?

13. Summarize the feelings of the men who volunteered for war and those of the loved ones and townsfolk who stayed behind.

14. Billings is relaying a Northern view of the initial stages for war. Do you think the feelings you have described above would be similar of different in the South? Why?

15. What specifically is a “Three Months” man?

16. According to Billings, how did the “Three Months Men” aid in preserving the Union? 

