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Urban Life 

1865-1896

The immigrant poor lived in overcrowded, unsanitary, and unsafe housing. Many lived in tenements-multi-family apartments, that were usually dark, crowded, and barely met minimum living standards. During this time period, three out of four New York residents lived in tenements.

In one New York tenement, up to 18 people lived in each apartment. Each apartment had a wood burning stove and a concrete bathtub in the kitchen, which, when covered with planks, served as a dining table. Before 1901, residents used rear yard outhouses. Afterwards, two common toilets were installed on each floor. In the summer, children sometimes slept on the fire escape. Residents typically paid $10 a month rent. 

In tenements, many apartments were dark and airless because interior windows faced narrow light shafts, if there were interior windows at all. With a series of newspaper articles and then a book, entitled How the Other Half Lives, published in 1889, Jacob Riis turned tenement reform into a crusade. 

Urban Life Acrostic

Directions: Read Chapter 6, Section 2 about Urbanization. After reading the section you will create an ACROSTIC on urban life in the late 1800s. You may create a story/poem or a simple summary. The letters may start your sentences or you may write your sentences across the phrase. Start with a draft (you may use the back of this page) to ensure that you are following the requirements. The final product may be hand written on lined paper or completed on a computer. BE CREATIVE!

Requirements 
1) All of the following topics must be addressed:

a. Living/Housing Conditions

b. Class Systems

c. Politics

d. Mass Transit

e. Urban Problems

2) Three of the vocabulary words in the section must be used correctly (see page 345). Underline or highlight your words

3) You must use more than one word per line.

4) You MAY NOT Copy sentences directly from the book. 

5) Write URBAN LIFE in color. 

	Example:

   U
   R
   B
 PArty bosses provided jobs for new immigrants. 
   N

   L
   I
   Families forced to live in cramped tenements. 

   E
	Urban Life Acrostic Rubric

___ 2 pts for each line-lines must be a phrase or sentence that describes urban life (18pts)

___ 2 pts for each vocabulary word used correctly and underlined or highlighted (6 pts)

___ Address each topic (5 pts)

        -Living Conditions

        -Class Systems

        -Politics

        -Mass Transit

        -Urban Problems

___ Use of color (1 pt)

____ 30 pts total



