Name:                                                                                                                                     Date:               Hour:

World War I: Propaganda Web Activity 
	



	Introduction
In 1917, President Wilson said of the nation's mobilization for World War I, "It is not an army that we must shape and train for war; it is a nation." Wilson's mission was to prepare Americans for the sacrifices that the war would demand. While many progressives supported America's involvement in the war, some intellectuals and labor organizers were still voicing their dissent. To quiet their opposition and to unite all Americans in the war effort, Wilson created a government agency to distribute a massive American propaganda campaign. The Committee on Public Information (CPI) was given the task of promoting patriotism and instilling the idea that America's involvement in the war, and citizens' cooperation at home, signaled the ultimate act of selflessness. At this Web site, you can view some of the CPI posters and evaluate the techniques used to "train" the nation for war. 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/posters/usa.htm


Directions:  Scan through many examples of United States World War I era propaganda posters by accessing the website above.  Click on the images to enlarge and answer the following questions.

1) Describe a few of the different messages of the posters and the actions they are meant to inspire. What is the government trying to inspire the citizens to accomplish? (Provide at least three examples) 

2) What types of tactics/strategies do the posters use to achieve the desired actions? (Give at least three examples) 

3) Identify the different audiences to which the posters appeal.  Why would certain posters appeal to specific groups? (Age, Gender, etc) Give an example 

4) How do the posters use symbols, colors, and shapes to send messages? Give examples.
5) How do the posters portray the enemy?  How are you able to identify the enemy in the posters? 

6) How are women portrayed in the posters?  Describe the different portrayals 

7) Explain how the posters helped Wilson’s administration “shape” the nation’s opinion of the war.  

8) If you were alive during WWI, would these posters have influenced you?  Which poster did you find most effective and why? 

9) EXTRA CREDIT Opportunity A – View some of the posters from another country involved in the war. In a 3 paragraph response describe how those posters are similar and how they are different from the United States posters you checked out.  (10 points)

10) EXTRA CREDIT Opportunity B – Create a Propaganda poster of your own that helps achieve one of the actions that Wilson’s Committee on Public Information did in World War I. (10 points)
